Special Summer
VANDALISM Issue

“Never be bullied into
silence. Never allow
yourself to be made

a victim.

Accept no one's
definition; of your life;
define yourself.”

Harvey Fierstein

Can you make
“BRICK-a-RITAS”
with vodka?

This show started May
14th—but there’s still
time to catch the last
few episodes.

From Hollywood.com

By Gail Schiller

May 4, 2007

NEW YORK -- Stoli Vodka
has partnered with Carat
Entertainment to
produce a five-part
series on the real-life
experiences of gay
Americans titled
"Stolichnaya Presents Be
Real" that will air
commercial-free on MTV
Networks' Logo.

The series portrays the
experiences of the
lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender community
through different
passages of life -- from
the perspective of two
different people in each
episode.

"The stories of LGBT
people are as
remarkable as they are
diverse," Logo senior vp
and GM Lisa Sherman
said. "This unique
partnership with Stoli
creates yet another
platform to explore the
extraordinary
experiences of LGBT
people across America."

Stoli senior brand
manager Adam Rosen
said the series will help
Stoli "break through the
clutter" and deliver its
brand message in a
"culturally relevant way"
to the LGBT community.

"What we value more
than anything else is

the seedling
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queer
community

Monday morning, the RU12 crew arrived to find that they had had another visit from a vandalista. Please don’t
mistake our reporting on these occurrences as undue hand-wringing or deer-in-the-headlights syndrome. We merely
want to remind everyone (ourselves included) that homophobia is alive and well in Vermont.

But, you know what? So are we. Read on!

HOW AN ACT OF BECAME
A LESSON IN TRANSFORMATION, &

When Life Gives You Bricks, Make Brick !

Part 1

by Suzanne D. Stofflet,
President, Samara Foundation

On Thursday morning, May 10, 2007, employees arrived at the RU12 Community Center in Burlington to find broken
windows on the first and second floor, along with the bricks that were used to cause the damage. One of the bricks
was thrown with such force that it knocked out the drywall on the opposite side of the room. The second brick
broke into pieces upon impact. There was nothing taken from the building. This happened just three days before
R.U.1.2’s biggest fundraiser of the year — The R.U.1.2 Queer Community Dinner and Auction.

| learned about the vandalism later the same afternoon from an e-mail press release sent by RU12 Executive
Director Kara DelLeonardis. The first sentence characterized RU12 as “the victim of vandalization.” This struck me as
a distancing phrase, and particularly passive—truly the incident had knocked the wind out of RU12’s sails. While in
the middle of framing a response to Kara’s e-mail that would adequately convey Samara’s distress over the incident
and support for RU12, | happened to get a phone call from Samara Board Vice Chair, John Crane. | told him about
the incident at RU12 and that | was composing an e-mail response. “Why don’t you just go over there?” he asked.
“Good idea,” | replied feebly, finding my own passive/distancing instinct pretty ironic and clueless—thank God for
John.

On the way, | picked up a bouquet of flowers from a vendor on Church Street, determined to throw it through the
broken window when | got there as a kind of karma-shifting exorcism. | arrived, however, to find the windows
already temporarily repaired, and Kara hard at work on the details of the Annual Dinner and Auction. She had time
to show me the intact brick. “Hang on to that thing,” | said, “Let it become a symbol of power for RU12.”

On the way back to the Samara office, | had one of those “aha” moments that comes straight from the cosmos. |
picked up my pace. Samara rents office space with, and through the kindness of, the Law Offices of Blackwood and



authenticity and the
idea of being genuine,"
Rosen said. "When you
live your life as a gay
man or woman, you are
constantly making a
conscious choice to stay
true to yourself. That
action is the exact
representation of what
the Stoli brand is all
about. Targeting this
community is a perfect
fit with our brand
message."

Rosen said the series,
along with Stoli's
financial contributions
to the LGBT and AIDS-
related charities, will
help the brand
demonstrate its long-
term commitment to the
LGBT community. "To us
this series is a statement
that Stoli Vodka is
making an effort to be
relevant and partner
with the LGBT
community so that we
can create a long-term
relationship so when the
community looks to
support a brand they will
support Stoli."

Discount Online
Shopping Option

Samara is now one of
the benefitting charities
at www.giveline.com.

A portion of each sale is
sent to the non-profit
you select. The shopping
possibilities are vast:
everything from the
latest Harry Potter novel
to a pop-up dog house.

Take a look, the prices
and service seem
excellent, and the
percentages going to
non-profits are quite
impressive.

FY 1—=Yi Yi!

“The Bible contains six
admonishments to
homosexuals and 362
admonishments to
heterosexuals.

That doesn't mean that
God doesn't love
heterosexuals.
It's just that they
need more
supervision.”

Lynn Lavner

For more
poignant/funny LGBT
quotations, visit:
www.quotegarden.com/
homosexuality.html

Danon. Eileen Blackwood was in the reception area when | got arrived. Eileen is a super attorney, and also a licensed
auctioneer. In fact, she was volunteering her time to run the RU12 auction that Saturday night.

“Eileen, we’ve got to auction off that damn brick!” | blurted out. “Yes,” she laughed, “Yes!” When Eileen agreed to
talk to Kara about the possibility, | decided to sweeten the deal. “Count on Samara to bid up to $200 for it,” |
announced, imagining the good humored delight of the anonymous donor whose funds | planned on using for the
bid. Eileen later told me that Kara hesitated, but decided that she wanted to put that brick to work to support
RU12's programming. And there was that reserve bid of $200...

| was unable to attend the RU12 event, but | couldn’t stop thinking
about that brick. On Saturday, | called Ray Huessy, who was going to
represent Samara at the dinner, and told him to take the bidding up
to $500. The rest, as they say, is history. The brick came up for
auction and Eileen decided to start with our reserve bid of $200! She
talked enthusiastically about the audience’s power to transform the
brick from an instrument of negativity into a symbol of positive LGBT
power. The brick was in play.

The lucky winner was Michael Upton of South Hero,
with a bid of $600!

Tune in next month for

of BRICK .aAOKI St Qa ai;:

Learn why he wanted the brick and what he intends to do with it...

BIDS ANYONE? RU12 Executive Director

Kara DelLeonardis still has some shards on her hands...

and now...
the 2007

AWARDS

The Samara Foundation of Vermont is pleased to announce the recipients of its 2007 scholarship awards. This year,
Samara’s Scholarship Committee recommended scholarships totaling $4,000. The Scholarships Committee
recommended and the Board approved the following awards for 2007:

to Hannah Loso, a senior at Rutland High School, headed to UVM to study psychology.

She has been a peer leader at her high school as well as a peer
trainer at the TREADS Conference at Castleton State College. She is
an active member of her school’s Gay Straight Alliance and
describes herself as someone who has “dedicated a large part of
[her] life to open-mindedness and care for the homosexual
community.”

Hannah’s letter of reference describes her as a “rare individual” for
whom “fairness seems to be part of her genetic structure,” as well
as someone who “walks her talk” and has been “willing to step
forward and defend Civil Unions and speak up about any bigoted
remarks.”

While a slightly different kind of activist than her peers profiled
above, Hannah has been active in her school, appears thoughtful
about the challenges faced by the LGBTQ community, and genuinely
disturbed by the bigotry and discrimination she has witnessed. She’s
clearly chosen to take a stand against prejudice and does so with
passion and dedication. She expressed her belief in the power of
individuals to change.

Hannah is a somewhat quieter activist that we often recognize but someone who has “fought the good fight” and
done so simply because she believes it is the right thing to do. She is an impressive young woman and highly
deserving of a Samara Scholarship.


http://www.giveline.com/
http://www.quotegarden.com/

Giving to Samara?
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Make it payable to the
Samara Foundation,
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P.0O. Box 1263
Burlington, VT 05402
Gift of Stock:

call or e-mail us

for details

Credit card:

Click on our address
below to visit our
website:

www.samarafoundation.org
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to Connor McFadden, a senior at Burlington High School, headed to UVM to study social work.

He has been active in the queer youth community for several years
and has received public attention and well-deserved recognition for
that work on several occasions. Connor was described by Outright
Vermont executive director Lluvia Mulvaney-Stanak as “an
instrumental youth member of our board of directors,” and “a great
fundraiser,” as well as someone who can “lead by example,” who

has “admirable poise and courage.”

Connor has been featured in stories in the Burlington Free Press,
received a “Hometown Hero” award from the United Way of
Chittenden County for his work on behalf of Outright Vermont, and
has been an active member of Outright as a youth leader, intern,
and board member. He has repeatedly stood up to tell his own story
as a young gay man and received both ample accolades and criticism
for having done so.

Connor wrote truly compelling essays relating his experiences and
efforts in raising awareness and being a queer activist. Further, he
expressed his excitement about attending the University of Vermont as it will allow him to continue to be an active
member of the local queer community and to remain a member of Outright’s board and group of youth leaders.
Connor quite obviously embodies the spirit of the Samara Scholarship statement of purpose and sets an example for
the youth and adults who witness the commitment and dedication he has to equality in our community and beyond.

to Cameron Mack, a senior at Burlington High School, headed to Ithaca College.

Prior to returning to Vermont, Cameron attended seven high schools
in different states. Living in a group home around the corner from
Outright Vermont, Cameron visited and quickly became a part of
the organization’s active core of young people. At Outright Cameron
has helped to plan and promote events, stuffed envelopes to assist
with mailings, and participated as a member of the Speaker’s
Bureau. He’s been co-president of his school’s queer group and
helped to organize events such as the Day of Silence, National
Coming Out Day, and a queer youth panel.

Outright Vermont executive director Lluvia Mulvaney-Stanak
describes Cameron as “an awesome source of inspiration not only
for his peers, but for the staff at Outright Vermont as well,” and
cites his “gentle approach to breaking down gender and his
transgender experience” as allowing “young people to feel
comfortable asking questions that they may not otherwise ask.”
Further, she calls Cameron’s leadership on the speaker’s bureau “a
cornerstone of the entire program.”

Cameron is clearly a tireless advocate and a passionate activist. He
described in a compelling way his recognition that sometimes being
an out queer person who lives life honestly and openly is the
| .. { greatest form of activism he can engage in. Cameron is a young
trans man and an active participant in his community whose accomplishments, maturity, and strength make him an
ideal recipient of a Samara Scholarship.

The members of Samara’s Scholarship Committee are: BJ Rogers of Burlington [chair], Peter Harrigan of Shelburne,
Malcolm Lippert of Jericho, Pam Macy of Essex, Carol Maloney of Middlesex, Nari Penson of Winooski, Harry Scott
of Hinesburg, Susan Sussman of Montpelier, and David Wales of Isle LaMotte.

Samara Foundation scholarships are made possible through the generous support of both individual and corporate
contributors and from the generous bequests of its founding benefactors.

We have had some hiccups in producing the Seedling [and pretty much everything else] since upgrading to Microsoft
Office 2007. It seemed like a good idea at the time. If you would be willing to consult once a month on MS-Word in
web-page-view, please e-mail Ray at ray@samarafoundation.org. Thanks!
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